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Eccles.  xi.  2. 

Give  a  portion  to  feven ,  and  alfo  to 
eight,  for  thou  know  eft  not  what  evil 
Jhall  be  upon  the  earth . 


H  E  Preacher  having  gone  thro' 
the  former  part  of  his  book,  in 
expofing  the  vanity  of  thofe 
methods,  which  men  are  ufed  to  pur- 
fue,  for  the  procurement  of  prefent 
eaie  and  lafting  felicity  ;  he  comes  at 
length  to  prefcribe  fuch  directions  and 
rules  of  life,  as  may  effectually  fecure 
the  point,  which  is  labour’d  for  in  vain 
by  the  foregoing  methods,  fuch  as  may 
at  prefent  afford  matter  of  the  jufteft 
confolation,  and  lead  us  in  the  end  to 
enjoy  the  moft  fubftantial  happinefs. 
Among  thefe,  as  he  concluded  the  fore¬ 
going  chapter  with  hinting  at  our  duty 
towards  thofe  of  a  fuperior  ftation, 
fo  he  begins  this  before  us  with  fug- 
gefting  what  we  owe  to  inferiors,  or 
fuch  as  are  below  us.  Of  this  kind 
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plainly  is  that  duty  of  Almfgiving , 
which  is  figuratively  exprefs’d  in  the 
firft  verfe  of  this  chapter,  under  the 
metaphor  of  cafling  bread  upon  the 
waters ,  and  more  plainly  in  the  words 
of  the  text,'  Give  a  portion  to  feven , 
and  alfo  to  eighty  for  thou  knowefi  not 
what  evil  Jhall  be  upon  the  earth. 

From  whence  I  would  take  occafion 

I.  To  fpeak  in  general  of  that  duty 
of  almfgiving,  which  is  here  exprefied 
by  giving  a  portion. 

II.  To  point  out  our  obligation  to 
the  frequent  exercife  of  this  duty ; 
Give  a  portion  to  feven ,  and  alfo  to 
eight.  And  then 

III.  To  urge  it  more  particularly 
from  that  motive  which  is  fuggefted 
in  the  text ;  for  thou  knowefi  not  what 
evil  Jhall  be  upon  the  earth. 

I.  Firft  therefore  I  begin  to  ipeak 
in  general  of  that  duty  of  almfgiving, 
which  is  here  exprefs’d  by  giving  a 
portion.  For  fo  it  is  reafonably  under- 
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Hood  as  explanatory  of  the  verfe  pre¬ 
ceding,  rather  than  in  that  fenfe  which 
the  Chaldee  paraphrafe  fuggefts  of com¬ 
mitting  feed  to  the  earth  in  the  feventh 
and  the  eighth  month. 

It  appears  to  have  been  cuftomary 
with  the  ancient  Jews ,  for  the  richer 
people  to  be  mindful  of  the  poor  on 
the  more  folemn  feftivals ;  and  as  they 
were  required  by  the  law  to  leave  them 
the  gleanings  oj  their  harvefi  both  in 
fields  and  vineyards ,  and  the  fponta- 
neous  growth  of  the  Sabbatic  year  a, 
fo  they  ufed  to  admit  them  to  fome 
participation  of  their  banquets,  that 
whilft  they  b  ate  the  fat,  and  drank 
the  fweet  themfelves,  they  might  give 
proof  at  the  fame  time  ol  their  boun¬ 
teous  difpoiition,  by  fending  portions 
unto  them  for  whom  nothing  was  pre¬ 
pared.  To  this  practice,  ’tis  probable, 
the  Preacher  might  allude,  when  in 
the  text  he  prefcribed  the  giving  of  a 
portion,  namely  a  portion  of  that  bread 

a  Exod.  xxiii.  n.  Levit.  xix.  9,  iq,  xxiii.  22. 

b  Neh.  viii.  10.  Efth,  ix,  22, 
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or  food  which  he  had  mention’d  in 
the  verfe  before.  And  from  hence 
perhaps  arofe  the  cuftom  mention’d  in 
the  a  Jewifh  Pandedts,  of  appointing 
certain  officers  for  the  colledtion  and 
diftribution  of  this  fort  of  provffion, 
as  well  as  others  for  the  pecuniary  alms 
and  contributions  of  the  people.  But 
flnce  they  are  both  founded  in  the 
fame  general  reafon  and  law  of  Cha¬ 
rity,  I  fhall  take  leave  to  handle  them 
together,  and  briefly  ftate  the  obligati¬ 
on  of  that  grand  precept  and  rule  of  our 
religion,  which  requires  us  to  have  re¬ 
gard  to  the  complaints  of  the  poor,  and 
provide  for  their  relief  and  fuftenance. 

The  fame  Providence,  which  for 
wife  ends  and  purpofes  has  placed 
fome  in  a  low  and  indigent  condition, 
has  likewife  furniffied  others  with 
plenty  and  abilities  to  help  them,  that 
whilft  the  ftraitnefs  of  their  circum- 
ftances  is  meant  for  the  trial  of  their 
faith  and  virtue,  it  may  however  be 
fo  well  proportion’d  and  fuited  to  their 

»  Maim,  in  Mattanoth.  Aniim,  five  de  donis  pauperum,  c.  9.  §.  2. 
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ftrength,  that  no  temptation  may  be 
faid  to  overtake  them  but  what  is  com¬ 
mon  to  man  a,  or  fit  for  the  frailty  of 
human  nature  to  fuftain  and  undergo. 
To  incline  thofe  who  are  rich  to  be 
thus  communicative  of  the  goods 
which  they  enjoy,  there  is  implanted 
a  certain  Sympathy  within  us,  where¬ 
by  we  feel  (as  it  were)  in  ourfelves  the 
miferies  which  we  behold  in  others, 
and  are  fenfibly  concern’d  for  the 
grievances  which  they  endure.  To 
relieve  them  thereforeis  to  eafe  our¬ 
felves,  and  by  fupplying  thofe  wants 
which  are  the  ground  of  their  mis¬ 
fortunes,  we  {hall  compofe  that  dif- 
order  of  our  own  breads  which  the 
fight  of  them  occafion’d,  and  per¬ 
ceive  a  fatisfa&ion  riling  in  its  Head, 
fuperior  (I  am  bold  to  appeal  to  all 
that  have  made  trial  of  it)  far  fupe¬ 
rior  to  whatever  could  be  found  from 
any  other  application  of  our  fubftance 
to  the  purpofes  of  pride  or  avarice. 
So  agreeable  is  this  procedure  to  the 
reasonable  nature  of  man,  that  with 

l  i  Cor.  x.  13.  &  pC* 
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a  peculiar  emphafis  we  often  term  it 
humanity  itfelf;  and  they  who  never 
exercife  fuch  ads  of  brotherly  aft  ed  ion, 
are  judged  to  have  degenerated  from 
the  tendernefs  of  men  to  the  favagenefs 
of  beafts. 

What  is  thus  evidently  founded  in 
principles  of  reafon,  and  ranked  a- 
mong  the  laws  of  nature,  is  yet  more 
clearly  propofed  and  enforced  under 
the  fhining  light  of  revelation.  The 
duties  of  helping  the  afilided,  and 
miniftring  to  their  necefiities,  are  fo 
ftrongly  bound  upon  us  by  the  rules 
of  Chriftianity,  and  fo  manifeftly  de¬ 
duced  from  the  more  general  pre¬ 
cepts  of  love  and  univerfal  benevo¬ 
lence,  that  the  negled  of  obferving 
them  cannot  poflibly  lay  claim  to  the 
excufe  of  ignorance,  but  muft  bear  the 
blame  of  wilfulnefs  and  obduration. 

Nay,  even  before  the  delivery  of 
Gofpel  precepts,  what  care  was  there 
taken  of  the  poor,  even  by  the  pre¬ 
cepts  of  the  law  ?  What  encourage¬ 
ment  was  given  to  it  by  the  prophets 


(  9  ) 

of  that  difpenfation  ?  And  how  was 
it  reckon’d  for  a  genuine  token  and 
expreffion  of  repentance,  that  men 
fhould  a  break  off  their  fins  by  righte- 
oufnejs,  and  their  'iniquities  by  /hewing 
mercy  to  the  poor  7 

‘The  J  ews  have  carried  this  fo  high 
as  to  determine  that  whoever  fhall 
refrefh  himfelf,  after  a  day  of  fail¬ 
ing  and  humiliation,  either  with  eat¬ 
ing  or  with  deep,  before  he  has  dis¬ 
tributed  his  alms  to  the  poor,  is  in¬ 
volv’d  in  equal  guilt  with  him  that 
is  a  murderer.  Hereby  indeed  they 
ihew  their  zeal  rather  than  their  judg¬ 
ment,  iince  the  observation  of  affir¬ 
mative  precepts  may  be  forborn  or  fuf- 
pended  upon  fome  occaiions,  but  no¬ 
thing  can  excufe  the  violation  of  die 
negative.  They  go  on  to  obferve,  that 
we  are  more  ftrictly  obliged  to  Alms¬ 
giving,  c  than  to  any  other  affirmative 
precept  whatfoever,  that  it  is  call  d 
emphatically  by  the  name  of  righteouf- 

a  Dan.  iv.  27.  *  Maimon.  ut  fupr;  4.  *  Maimon. 
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nefs-)  required  to  be  done  with  readi- 
nefs  and  fatisfadtion,  enforced  with 
the  promifes  of  great  reward,  and 
threatning  of  heavy  punifhment  to 
the  neglect  of  it. 

How  juft  a  reproach  may  their 
obfervations  be  to  us,  if  we  fhould 
be  defective  in  thefe  particulars,  who 
are  more  fully  and  explicitly  inftru£t- 
ed,  a  how  the  love  of  our  neighbour  is 
the  fulfilling  of  the  law ,  that  royal 
law  of  Chriftian  obedience,  founded 
in  the  love  of  God,  and  actuated  by 
a  fincere,  unfeigned  regard  to  his 
commands?  How  our  alms  fhould  be 
difpens’d  with  a  liberal  hand,  and 
with  achearfulbheart,  not  grudgingly y 
or  of  neceffity ,  for  God  loveth  a  chear- 
ful  giver  ?  How  the  good  offices  done 
by  us  in  this  manner  are  accepted 
by  our  Lord  as  done  unto  himfelfc, 
who  reprefents  this  as  the  grand  ar¬ 
ticle  of  his  enquiry  at  the  day  of  judg¬ 
ment  ? 

*  Rom.  ziii.  8.  Gal.  v.  14.  Jam.  ii.  8.  *  2  Cor-  “•  7- 

t  Matt.  xxv.  34,  x 
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Not  that  this,  or  any  other  work 
of  ours,  may  he  thought  to  have 
fuch  dignity  or  merit  in  it,  as  to  de~ 
ferve  a  reward  of  everlafting  happi- 
nefs !  For  what  claim  can  we  have 
upon  God,  beyond  what  his  own  free 
bounty  is  pleafed  to  give  us,  even  tho 
we  were  able  to  do  all  that  is  com¬ 
manded  ?  And  how  much  lefs,  when 
our  actions  are  fo  vifibly  imperfedt, 
and  fall  (hort  of  the  rule  of  our  obe¬ 
dience  ?  But  where  the  outward  adi 
proceeds  from  an  inward  principle  of 
faith,  and  fenfe  of  duty,  it  is  there  an 
inftance  of  that  real  and  religious  obe¬ 
dience,  which,  however  it  be  imper¬ 
fect  in  itfelf,  fhall  yet  be  accepted  by 
our  merciful  Creator,  for  the  fake  of 
his  merits  who  has  all  fufficiency,  and 
is  therefore  worthy  of  all  acceptance 
and  regard. 

So  well  might  Solomon  advife 1  to  cafi 
our  bread  upm  the  waters ,  where  how¬ 
ever  it  may  feem  to  perifli  and  be  loft 
at  prefent,  yet  we  fhall  find  it  after 


%  Ecclef.  XI,  l, 

B  i 


many 


(  i*  ) 


many  days,  it  will  return  again  with 
intereft,  if  not  in  an  addition  to  the 
comforts  and  conveniences  ol  this  life, 
yet  in  that  future  confolation  which 
infinitely  exceeds  them,  in  that a  ful- 
nefs  of  joy  which  is  at  God  s  right- 
hand,  and  that  pleafure  which  en¬ 
dures  for  evermore. 

Mean  while  it  ought  to  be  remem¬ 
ber’d,  the  wife  Author  of  our  text 
prelcribes  not  the  giving  away  the 
whole  of  our  fubftance,  but  a  por~ 
tton  only.  I  will  not  deny  but  fome 
pofiible  cafes  may  be  put,  in  which 
one  may  be  obliged  to  follow  the  ad¬ 
vice  to  the  young  man  in  the  Gofpel, 
b  to  go,  fell  all  that  he  had ,  and  give 
give  to  the  poor ,  in  order  to  have 
treafure  in  heaven .  The  church  may 
poffibly  be  reduc’d  to  fuch  circum- 
ftances  as  it  was  in  at  the  beginning 
of  Chriftianity,  when  ’twas  thought 
advifeable  at  leaft,  if  not  ftridly  ne- 
cefiary  for  the  brethren  at  Jerusalem, 
that  no  one  fhould  call  any  thing c  his 
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own,  but  they  fhould  all  throw  their 
fubftance  into  one  common  flock, 
and  take  from  thence  in  proportion 
to  their  feveral  occaflons.  But  ordi¬ 
narily  there  is  no  need  for  this  rigo¬ 
rous  expedient ;  the  exigences  of  the 
indigent  might  be  tolerably  reliev’d, 
if  thofe  of  better  fortunes  would  but 
fpare  a  moderate  proportion  from  their 
own  fuperfluities  for  their  fupply. 
But  this  will  better  appear  by  our 
proceeding  to  the 

II.  Second  thing  propofed  from  the 
text,  namely  to  point  out  our  obliga¬ 
tion  to  the  frequent  exercife  of  this 
duty.  Give  a  portion  to  feven  and 
alfo  to  eight.  . 

There  are  two  rules  prefcribed  by 
the  Apoftle  for  the  meafure  of  our 
charity ;  that  every  man  fhould  give 
as  God  hath  profper’d  him ,  a  and  b  ac¬ 
cording  as  he  purpofeth  in  his  heart. 
The  firft  of  thefe  implies  that  it  fhould 

•  *  .  •.  \  f  'f  ■  *  •** 

*  2  Cor.  ix.  7. 
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bear  fome  proportion  to  our  abilities; 
the  other,  that  it  be  fo  much,  and. 
no  more  than  we  are  ready  to  im¬ 
part  with  a  chearful  and  willing  mind. 
The  former  is  the  ftandard  by  which 
the  latter  fhould  be  regulated  ;  for 
if  we  find  ourfelves  unwilling  to  part 
with  fo  much  as  is  fuitable  to  our  abi¬ 
lities,  we  are  then  plainly  defective  in 
our  difpofitions  to  this  duty,  and 
ought  without  queftion  to  correct 
this  enormity  of  our  actions. 

Now  there  arc  various  circumftances 
fit  to  be  confider’d,  in  order  to  deter¬ 
mine  how  far  our  abilities  may  reach. 
Together  with  the  plenty  of  our  pre- 
fent  income,  we  muft  confider  the  like¬ 
lihood  of  its  continuance,  the  number 
of  our  dependents,  the  quality  or 
ftation  of  life  in  which  they  are  to 
be  maintain’d,  and  their  capacity  or 
incapacity  to  make  provifion  for  them- 
felves.  But  after  all,  it  muft  in  great 
meafure  be  left  to  every  man  to  judge 
for  himfelf,  how  much  he  is  in  cir- 
cumftance  to  fpare  for  the  relief  and 
•;  i  afliftance 
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afliftance  of  the  indigent.  Only  it 
fhould  be  charged  upon  his  confer¬ 
ence,  as  his  bounden  duty,  fo  to  confi- 
der  his  own  real  occalions,  as  not  to 
with-hold  the  juft  portion  of  the 
poor,  nor  under  the  pretence  of  pro¬ 
viding  for  himfelf  and  his  family, 
to  gratify  a  vain  ambition,  pride  or 
avarice. 

*  The  Jews  indeed  preferibe  the 
tenth  part  of  a  man’s  fubftance  to  be 
given  to  the  poor,  as  a  moderate  de¬ 
gree  of  charity,  which  wholbevcr  falls 
fhort  of,  incurs  the  blame  of  cove- 
toufnefs,  or  having  his  b  eye  (in  the 
language  of  the  feripture)  evil  againfi 
his  poor  brother.  At  the  lame  time  they 
recommend  the  giving  of  a  fifth,  as 
a  more  commendable  inftance  of  obe¬ 
dience.  How  far  does  this  rule  of 
Jewifh  righteoufnefs  exceed  the  ufual 
pradice  of  thole  who  profefs  them- 
felves  difciples  of  a  more  perfed  difpen- 
fation  !  And  yet  even  this  was  fome- 
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times  greatly  exceeded,  as  we  fee  by 
the  example  of  Zaccheus ,  who  a  gave 
no  lefs  than  half  his  goods  to  the  poor , 
befides  a  fourfold  reftitution  for  any 
accidental  injuries. 

But  to  fay  the  truth,  an  exadt  pro¬ 
portion  which  fhould  oblige  all  men 
equally  at  all  times,  is  neither  rea- 
fonable  to  be  asked,  nor  poffible  to 
be  prefcribed.  For  as  our  private  cir- 
cumftances  may  fometimes  admit  of 
parting  with  either  more  or  lefs,  fo 
the  circumftances  of  the  publick  may 
be  fuch,  as  may  oblige  us  even  to 
ftraiten  and  abridge  our  ufual  ex- 
pences,  in  order  to  difpenfe  our  boons 
with  a  more  bounteous  hand.  When 
either  the  number  of  the  indigent  is 
greater,  or  their  wants  more  preffing 
and  deplorable,  we  cannot  but  efteem 
it  our  duty  to  part  with  more,  than 
when  the  poor  are  not  in  number  fo 
many,  or  their  wants  are  more  eaiily 
fupplied.  So  likewife  when  the  gene- 
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rality  of:  thole  who  are  able,  are  vet 
backward  to  contribute  their  ihare  to 
this  purpofe,  the  good  Chriftian  will 
certainly  think  himfelf  obliged:  to 
part  with  more  for  the  fupply  of  this 
deficiency,  and  deny  himfelf  fome 
part  of  what  might  be  convenient, 
rather  than  fee  his  brethren  deftitute 
of  that  which  is  abfolutely  necefiary. 

But  tho’  for  thefe  reafons  there  is 
no  rule  to  be  prefcribed,  which  fhall 
be  univerfal  and  unalterable,  yet  in 
the  general  I  cannot  but  imagine  it 
might  be  of  great  ule,  if  men  would 
be  perfuaded  fo  to  confider  their  own 
occafions  and  the  neceffities  of  other 
people,  as  to  judge  what  proportion 
of  their  income  might  be  commonly 
fpared  for  pious  and  charitable  pur- 
pofes.  I  mention  pious  as  well  as  cha¬ 
ritable  purpofes,  becaufe  whatever  is 
dedicated  to  the  honour  of  God,  and 
the  more  immediate  fervice  of  reli¬ 
gion,  will  fitly  be  referr’d  to  this  ar¬ 
ticle  of  our  expence,  and  confider’d 
as  a  dated  tribute  paid  to  him,  of 

C  whofe 
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whofe  grant  and  donation  we  hold 
all  that  we  enjoy. 

By  them  that  have  a  conftant  and 
clear  income,  this  matter  might  be 
managed  with  little  difficulty  ;  and 
as  for  them  whofe  gain  depends  on 
trade  or  other  contingencies,  as  they 
have  ufually  one  time  in  the  year  for 
balancing  and  adjufting  their  accounts, 
they  might  make  that  alfo  the  time 
for  adjufting  the  proportion  of  their 
charity.  .  Then  they,  whofe  increafe  is 
greater,  and  their  occafions  lefs,  may 
be  reasonably  expected  to  give  not 
only  more  in  value,  but  alfo  more  in 
proportion  :  Since  he  who  gives  four 
pounds  out  of  twenty  has  yet  a  good 
deal  more  remaining  than  he  who 
gives  but  one  pound  out  of  ten.  This 
would  be  to  lay  by  m  fiore a,  as  God  has 

profper’d 

*  I  Cor.  xvi.  2.  The  original  is  naf  ietvrS  tjS-stw  $jj< ruvp/pov. 
So  that  here  feem  to  be  two  things  implied  in  this  advice : 
(i.)  That  the  Chriftians  lhould  feparate  a  certain  part  of  their 
gains  for  charity  continually  as  they  came  in  :  And  (2.)  That  this 
ifhould  once  a  week  be  carried  to  the  publick  treafury,  which 
is  argued  not  only  from  the  word  but  alio  front 

the  time  appointed  for  treafuringit  up,  viz.  on  the firfl  day  of 
the  week,  the  folemn  day  of  publick  affiembly  :  And  farther 
from  the  reafon  fubjoin’d,— ■  that  there  be  no  gatherings  when  1 
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profper  cl  us  ;  and  whatever  propdf- 
tlon  we  &all  fix  upon  in  this  manner, 
whether  a  fifth,  a  tenth,  or  but  a 
twentieth  part  of  our  increale,  we 
ihall,  by  this  means  have  a  kind  of 
poor’s  ftock  always  by  us,  which  we 
fhall  not  confider  as  our  own,  and 
then  we  flail  readily  and  chearfully 
apply  it,  as  occafion  offers,  to  the  ules 
for  which  it  is  appropriate. 

But  perhaps  the  precept  of  the  text 
might  better  be  referr  d  to  the  choice 
of  fit  objeBs  for  the  exercife  of  cha¬ 
rity,  many  in  their  number,  and  de¬ 
fending  in  their  kind,  than  to  the  larger 
nefs  of  the  fum  which  it  is  proper  to 
disburfe  on  fuch  occafions.  Give  a 
portion  to  feven  and  alfo  to  eight.  It 
fieems  to  have  been  ufual  to  express 
variety  by  thefe  numbers.  Accord¬ 
ingly  we  find  the  fame  in  the  Prophet 


which  implies,  that  all-  their  .contributions  were  to  be 
brought  mw  one  ftock  beforehand,  Jfin‘ce  otherwif/ a  mere 

private  defignation  wovld  not  have  tiwerfeded  the  need  of - 

colleaicn  at  the  Apoftle’s  coming. -[See '  licit' s' paVapbrate  fid 
mu  m  the  place.]  But  if  fuch  a  publick  treafury  be  now  im- 
praatcable,  yet -atieaft  the  obferving  a  certain  proportion  n uy 

“  ftill  recommended,  whoever  be  the  Almoner  entrufted  to 
ofipole  or  it. 

C  2  Micah\ 
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Micah  S - When  the  Aflyrian  Jhall 

come  into  our  land  then  Jhcill  we 
raife  agamjl  him  [even  fhepherds ,  and 
eight  principal  men.  So  that  the  wife 
man’s  advice  may  admit  this  eafy  pa- 
raphrafe.  “  Content  not  yourfelves 
“  with  bellowing  your  benevolence 
“  upon  one  or  two  objects,  however 
«  worthy  in  themfelves,  or  how  large 
«  foever  your  contributions  to  them  ; 
“  but  endeavour  in  fuch  manner  to 
«  portion  out  your  charity,  that  it  may 
«  be  as  diffufive  as  is  poflible;  and 
“  fince  the  Providence  of  God  pre- 
“  fents  you  with  frequent  occafions 
«  for  the  exercife  of  it,  be  fure  to 
“  lay  hold  on  many,  if  you  cannot 
“  on  all ;  and  let  thofe  efpecially,  where 
«  the  benefit  may  be  of  moft  exten- 
“  five  influence,  be  fure  to  have  your 
«  chiefeft  regard.”  This  is,  in  the 
Pfalmifi’s  phrafe,  b  to  difperfe  abroad 
by  giving  to  the  poor  ;  it  is  to  fcatter 
our  benevolence,  not  carelefly,  but 


b  Pfal.  cxii, 
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with  difcretion,  that  it  may  reach  to 
many  of  the  prefent  age,  and  down 
to  future  generations. 

’The?  ews  in  their  writings  men¬ 
tion  eight  degrees  of  charity,  with 
resard  to  the  method  or  manner  of 

O 

bellowing  it  :  And  our  bleffed  Sa¬ 
viour,  in  his  reprefentation  of  the  lafi: 
judgment,  has  mention’dyw,  withre- 
sard  to  the  different  neceffities  of  thofe 
on  whom  it  is  beftow’d.  b  I  was  an 
hungred  (fays  he)  and  ye  gave  me 
meat  ;  I  was  thirjiy ,  and  ye  gave  me 
drmk  5  I  was  a  fir  anger,  and  ye  took 
me  in 3  naked \  and  ye  cloathed  me  3  I 
was  fick ,  and  ye  vifited  me  -y  I  was  m 
pnfon,  and  ye  came  unto  me .  But 
as  this  is  not  propofed  for  a  perfect 
induction,  but  only  a  brief  fpecifi- 
cation  of  the  various  inftances  of 
want :  So  neither  may  we  underftand 
the  preacher  in  the  text  to  limit  us 
orecifely  to  feven  or  eight  inftances, 
but  only  to  inftruft  us,  that  fince  the 

*  Maimon.  ut  fupra,  cap.  io.  §.  j,  fe  Matt,  xxv.  35- 
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calls  of  the  indigent,  are  loud  and  nu¬ 
merous,  our  anfwers  to  them  fhould 
bear  fome  proportion,  and  help  to  mi¬ 
tigate  the  grief  of  numbers  in  diftrefs. 

How  great  their  numbers,  and  how 
grievous  their  necefiities,  he  will  fcarce 
be  at  a  lofs  to  know,  who  is  ufed  to 
converfe  in  the  world,  where  every 
day  muft  furnifh  him  with  frefh  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  mifery  to  which  his  fel¬ 
low  creatures  are  expos’d.  _ 

But  befides  the  cafual  decay  of 
many  families,  and  thofe  daily  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  doing  good,  which  every 
man  may  find  within  the  compafs  of 
his  own  knowledge:  The  defign  of 
our  prefent  meeting  requires  me  to 
point  out  thofe  greater  and  more  pref- 
fing  exigences,  which  deferve  to  be 
matter  of  a  publrck  concern,  and  are 
accordingly  in  fome  meafure  provided 
for  by  feveral  charitable  foundations 
in  this  city,  yet  not  in  fuch  meafure 
but  that  there  is  ftill  room  more  than 
enough,  to  receive  the  pious  bene¬ 
factions  of  thofe  who  have  a  juft 

compaffion 
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compaffion  for  the  miferies  of  other 

t 

They  who  are  difabled,  by  difeafes 
and  bodily  infirmity,  from  providing 
the  common  neceflaries  of  life  for 
themfelves  and  their  families,  are  ftill 
much  lefs  able  to  fupport  that  ex¬ 
pence  which  is  requifite  in  lingring 
:  icknefies,  to  provide  them  with  pro¬ 
per  medicines,  attendance  and  advice. 
To  reach  out  a  fufiicient  help  for  fuch 
difafters  feems  to  exceed  the  compafs 
of  private  management.  And  there¬ 
fore  without  fome  publick  care  taken 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  they  muft  many  of  them 
be  left  to  perifh  in  the  molt  wretched 
manner  under  thefe  misfortunes.  Such 
care  has  been  charitably  endeavour’d 
by  the  eredion  of  hofpitals,  about 
this  city,  for  the  reception  of  fick 
and  lame  perlons,  and  fupplying  them 
with  proper  helps  for  their  recovery. 
But  becaufe  the  carrying  on  of  fo 
expenfive  a  defign  requires  a  perpe¬ 
tual  fund  of  benevolence  ;  it  is  par- 
4  ticularly 
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ticularly  expe&ed  -of.  them  that  enjoy 
health  and  ability  of  body,  and  have 
been  blefs’d  in  the  ufe  of  them  with 
great  improvement  of  their  fubft'ao.ce, 
that  they  fiiould  think  themfelves  obli¬ 
ged,  as  they  hope  for  mercy  at  the 
great  tribunal,  to  render  fome  tribute 
for  the  blellings  they  enjoy,  and  fpare 
a  decent  proportion  from  their  own 
fuperfluities,  to  relieve  and  mitigate 
this  hard  neceflity  of  other  people. 

And  as  thefe  poor  people,  who  la¬ 
bour  under  the  immediate  preflure  of 
bodily  diftempers,  have  a  title  to  be 
firft  confider’d  ;  fo  neither  are  they 
in  the  next  place  to  be  over-look’ d, 
vwho  have  a  competent  meafure  of 
health  and  ftrength,  but  abufe  it  to 
the  purpofes  of  idlenefs  and  vice. 
Thefe  are  not  indeed  to  be  fupplied 
with  mony,  to  fupport  them  in  their 
vicious  extravagance ;  but  it  is  fit  that 
houfes  of  correction  be  provided  lor 
them,  where  by  ftripes  and  hard  la¬ 
bour  they  may  themfelves  be  brought 
to  a  better  fenfe  of  their  duty,  and 

the 
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the  publick  may  be  better  fecur’d  a- 
gainft  the  mifchiefs  of  vagrancy  and 
moft  abandon’d  licentioufnefs. 

Nor  ought  we  to  forget  what  com¬ 
panion  there  is  due  to  thofe  who  are 
loft  to  all  the  powers  of  reafon,  and 
the  diftinguilhing  faculties  of  men  ; 
whom  either  the  horrors  of  melan¬ 
choly  have  terrified  with  difmal  ap- 
prehenfions,  or  the  ravings  of  frenzy 
have  tranfported  into  rage  and  fury. 
Tho’  the  ground  of  both  be  vain  and 
imaginary,  and  neither  of ’em  founded 
in  the  reafon  of  things,  yet  the  effed 
it  has  in  their  imagination  is  the  lame 
as  if  it  were  real  and  lubftantial,  lb 
that  they  are  alike  difqualified  for  pro¬ 
viding  for  themfelves,  or  regarding  the 
neceflities  of  life.  Whether  they  fancy 
themfelves  to  be  opprefted  under  the 
utmoft  extremity,  or  on  the  other 
hand  poflefled  of  all  grandeur  and  au¬ 
thority  :  Tis  hard  to  lay  in  which 
cafe  they  are  moft  to  be  pitied,  or 
more  truly  worthy  of  our  Chriftian 
compaffion.  We  muft  be  loft  to  all 

D  fenle 
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fen  f 2  of  humanity,  if  we  are  not  touch’d 
with  a  view  of  their  misfortunes,  and 
willing  to  encourage  the  methods  here 
propofed  for  their  relief  and  recovery. 
And  if  it  be  thought  that  they,  whofe 
cafe  is  judg’d  incurable,  ought  not  to 
be  detain’d  to  the  exclufion  of  fuch 
as  might  receive  greater  benefit,  yet 
the  wretchednefs  of  their  condition 
fpeaks  aloud  for  itfelf,  and  pleads  for 
your  concurrence  in  that  generous  de- 
fign,  which  is  now  on  foot,  to  make 
a  farther  provifion  for  their  help  and 
maintenance,  tho’  their  recovery  be 


delperate. 

To  all  thefe  various  objects  of  our 
care  and  concern,  we  muft  be  fure  to 
-add  the  fatherlefs  and  widow,  thofe 
whom,  as  having  none  on  earth  im¬ 
mediately  obliged  to  help  and  fuccour 
them,  God  has  promifed  to  take  into 
his  fafe  prote&ion;  and  how?  but  by 
ilirring'up  the  hearts  of  thofe  whom 
he  has  placed  in  better  circumftances, 
to  affift  them  either  with  their  alms 

or  their  advice,  and  fo  fupply  the  de¬ 
feat 
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fed  of  an  husband  to  the  one,  and  a 
father  to  the  other.  The  education  in 
particular  of  helplefs  youth,  whether 
deftitute  of  parents,  or  born  of  fuch 
as  cannot  fuftain  the  burden  of  it,  (and 
of  both  forts  there  is  care  taken  by  the 
charitable  foundations  of  this  city:)  I 
fay  fuch  education  is  a  benefit  of  vaft 
extent,  and  whilft  it  provides  at  once 
both  for  their  fouls  and  bodies,  by  in- 
ftru cling  them  in  principles  of  true  re¬ 
ligion,  and  putting  them  in  fome  me¬ 
thod  of  honed  livelihood,  it  renders 
them  at  the  fame  time  ufeful  to  the 

¥  X  f  «  -*  .  if  ,  V.  •' 

public,  and  tranfmits  the  blefied  in¬ 
fluence  to  future  generations. 

What  progrefs  has  been  made  in  all 
thefe  inflances  of  charity,  and  what 
need  there  is  of  a  continual  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  fame  purpofes,  you  will  be 
able  to  judge  from  that  report  which 
is  next  in  order  to  be  laid  before  you. 

...  ,  i  r.  c  j  ’  f  1  ';■*"(  *'•  ■'  f  a  {  '  '  '  '  -  1 

\_Here  the  report  of  the  fever al 
Hofpitals  was  re  ad. 2 

D  i 


So 


(  ‘8  ) 

So  great  then  and  fo  various  being 
the  occafions  which  demand  our  help, 
it  cannot  be  improper,  in  the 

.  w  —  j..  it-  A/  •  ~r  V/  '  -  -  •«*  v  ,  i.'.  ■  ' 

III.  Third  and  laft  place,  to  urge 
this  duty  more  particularly  from  that 
motive  which  is  fuggefted  in  the  text ; 
For  thou  knowejt  not  what  evil  Jhall 
he  upon  the  earth. 

How  oppofite  herein  is  the  reafon- 
ing  of  Scripture  to  the  profane  and 
carnal  reafonings  of  worldly  men !  Ask 
but  the  fordid  mifer,  for  what  end  he 
heaps  up  fuch  immenfe  treafures,  with¬ 
out  either  venturing  to  enjoy  them  him- 
felf,  or  imparting  them  to  help  the 
neceffities  of  others  ?  ’Tis  odds  but  he 
will  tell  you,  ’tis  becaufe  he  knoweth 
not  what  evil  jhall  he  upon  the  earth ; 
he  cannot  forefee  what  accidents  may 
happen,  nor  to  what  ftraits  and  mif- 
fortunes  he  may  one  day  be  reduced. 
He  only  lays  up  againft  the  evil  day, 
and  is  loth  to  part  with  that,  which  his 
own  preffing  occafions  may  at  fome 

time  or  other  demand,  however  at  pre- 

fent 
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fent  unforeleen  or  unexpected.  And 
yet  this  is  the  very  reafon  given  by 
the  wife  man  to  move  us  to  be  liberal, 
and  frequently  to  exercife  ourfelves  in 
aCts  of  bounty  and  beneficence.  For 
thou  knowefi  not  what  evil  Jhall  be  up¬ 
on  the  earth.  “  Thou  canft  not  be 
<e  apprifed  what  calamities  are  now 
“  like  to  enfue,  which  might  be  pot- 
“  fibly  prevented  by  fo  charitable  a 
“  behaviour,  nor  what  fupport  or  de- 
“  fence  it  may  adminifter  under  thole 
ct  misfortunes  which  lhall  actually  fur- 
“  round  thee.”  This  way  of  arguing 
will  appear  to  be  well-grounded  and 
juft,  if  we  confider  either  the  care  of 
Providence  in  general,  or  the  ufual 
courfe  and  order  of  things. 

Who  can  have  better  realon  to  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  favour  and  provifion 
of  our  heavenly  Father,  thro’  the  me¬ 
rits  of  Chrift,  than  he  who  is  dbfe- 
quious  to  his  commands,  and  by  part¬ 
ing  with  the  enjoyments  of  this  life, 
and  putting  them  to  fuch  ufes  as  his 
wifdom  direCts,  has  given  proof  that 

ha. 
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he  a  trufls  not  in  uncertain  riches  hut  in 
the  living  God ?  b  He  need  not  he  afraid 
of  any  evil  tidings ,  whilft  his  heart  is 
thus  fixed ,  trujling  in  the  Lord ;  for 
e  he  Jhall  give  his  Angels  charge  over 
him,  to  keep  him,  fo  that  he  fhould 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  ten  thoufands 
of  the  people ,  that  fhould  fet  themfelves 
againjl  him  round  about d.  He  is  not 
only  better  prepar’d  to  fuftain  any 
temporal  Ioffes  that  may  happen  to  him, 
by  his  profpect  of  a  better  and  a  more 
enduring  fuhflance ',  a  treafure  in  the 
heavens  that  faileth  not ,  where  no  thief 
approacheth ,  neither  moth  corrupteth. 
But  he  has  really  much  jufter  grounds 
than  other  men,  to  hope  he  may  e- 
fcape  them,  fince  he  has  approved 
himfelf  a  faithful  fteward,  and  ho¬ 
nour'd  God  with  his  fuhflance s,  by  lay¬ 
ing  it  out  agreeably  to  his  direction. 
They  who  transfer  their  truft  from 
God  to  Mammon,  can  have  no  ground 

a  i  Tim.  vi.  17.  b  Pfal.  cxii.  7.  ^  Ibid.  xci. 

n.  d  Ibid.  iii.  6.  c  Heb.  x.  34.  f  Luke 

:adi.  33.  8  Prov.  iii.  9. 
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to  complain,  if,  inftead  of  the  blefling 
and  protection  of  our  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther,  they  be  left  to  the  vain  help  of 
the  idol  they  fet  up  to  themfelves  ; 
and  whilft,  from  an  immoderate  de¬ 
fire  of  encreafing  their  wealth,  they 
detain  the  portion  of  the  poor,  they 
will  often  find  it  as  a  canker  to  wafte 
and  eat  out  the  reft,  and  fo  defeat  the 
end  which  they  chiefly  aim  to  purfue. 
But  the  charitable  man  is  always  repre- 
fented  as  the  fpecial  care  and  favourite 
of  Providence ;  and  the  order  of  things 
is  fo  wifely  concerted  and  difpofed,  as 
to  provide  him  an  eafier  retreat  and 
refuge  under  all  adverfities. 

It  may  be  fometimes  fit,  for  the  trial 
and  manifeftation  of  his  virtue,  to  af¬ 
flict  him  with  thofe  outward  lofles  and' 
calamities,  which  he  was  once  fo  for¬ 
ward  to  pity  and  relieve  in  others.  But 
then  his  title  to  affiftance  is  much, 
better  fecured ;  and  as  a  the  hlejjing  of 
him  that  was  ready  to  perifh  came  up - 
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on  him  in  the  time  of  his  profperity ; 
fothe  remembrance  of  his  good  offices 
can  hardly  fail  to  procure  him  fuch 
friends  in  the  day  of  his  dillrefs,  as 
may  render  it  fupportable  at  leaft,  if 
not  entirely  refcue  and  releafe  him 
from  it.  Even  in  thofe  calamities, 
which  become  common  and  national, 
he  will  be  much  fafer  from  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  his  bounty,  than  the  nig¬ 
gard  can  be  fuppofed  from  all  that 
wealth  he  may  have  heap’d  together 
by  pinching  from  himfelf,  or  denying 
to  the  poor. 

Imagine  thofe  diforders,  which  may 
happen  in  a  nation,  either  from  the 
invafion  of  foreign  force,  or  from  the 
tumult  of  domeftic  infur  regions :  And 
who  is  moft  expofed  to  the  plunder 
and  rapine  of  ungovernable  multi¬ 
tudes  ;  he  who  has  been  known  to 
difperfe  his  fubftance  with  a  generous 
hand,  or  he  whofe  griping  and  ex¬ 
tortion  has  only  ferv’d  to  render  him 
a  richer  booty,  that  he  may  fall  a  prey 
to  avarice  infatiate  as  his  own  ? 


Or 
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Or  fuppofe  a  land  oppreffed  with 
famine  and  fearcity  of  bread :  And  who 
has  jufteft  caufe  to  apprehend  danger 
from  the  murmurs  and  defpair  of  the 
poor ;  he  who  has  been  ufed  to  relieve 
them  fuitably  to  his  abilities ;  or  he  who 
has  been  deaf  to  all  their  piteous  cries 
and  complaints,  and  hoarded  up  that 
treafure  fu perdu ous  to  himfelf,  where¬ 
by  they  ought  to  have  been  fatisfy’d 
with  bread  ? 

Laftly^  Put  the  cafe  of  peftilence 
or  a  contagious  licknefs,  and  nothing 
will  more  contribute  to  its  propaga¬ 
tion,  than  that  hunger  and  negledt  to 
which  the  poor  are  expofed  when 
deftitute  of  the  common  comforts  and 
conveniences  of  life.  So  that  he,  whofe 
bounteous  difpofition,  by  relieving 
their  neceffities,  has  help’d  to  remove 
poverty  out  of  his  own  neighbour¬ 
hood,  has  ufed  the  moft  effectual 
means  in  nature,  to  keep  off  the  in¬ 
fection  from  himfelf,  that a  no  fuch 
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evil  may  happen  unto  him ,  neither  any 
plague  come  nigh  his  chvelling. 

And  now  what  remains,  but  to  ex¬ 
amine  our  own  confciences,  whether 
we  have  been  mindful,  as  we  ought, 
of  our  brethren  in  diftrefs,  and  ob- 
ferv’d  the  counfel  of  the  wife  man, 
in  providing  againft  future  evils  by 
prefent  ads  of  bounty  and  beneficence  ? 
Or  whether  we  have  not  rather  in¬ 
dulged  our  felves  in  fordid,  avaritious 
purfuits,  as  if  gain  had  been  the  only 
*godlinefs>  and  all  other  bufinefs  muft 
give  place  to  the  heaping  up  of  trea- 
fures  upon  earth  ?  Surely  in  vain  fhall 
we  profefs  to  worfhip  God,  whilft  our 
hearts  are  thus  running  after  covetouf- 
nefs.  Moft  highly  therefore  it  con¬ 
cerns  us  to  take  care  that  we  corred 
this  moft  deplorable  enormity.  Thofe 
among  us,  who  have  much,  let  them 
give  of  their  abundance,  and  remem¬ 
ber  that  it  is  their  duty,  who  are 
b  rich  in  poffeflions,  to  be  rick  alfo  in 
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good  works.  And  they  who  have  but 
little,  let  them  do  their  diligence  to 
'  gh,e  gladly  even  of  that  little  ;  let 
them  remember  that  where  the  abi- 
•  lity  is  lefs,  the  honefty  of  their  inten¬ 
tion  may  compenfate  for  the  meannefs 
of  the  offering,  which  they  will  find 
to  be  a  accepted  according  to  that  a  man 
hath ,  and  not  according  to  that  he  hath 
not; 


lity  founded  on  no  better  principle 
than  diffidence,  or  a  diftruft  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  and  might  be  urged,  as  we 
have  feen,  to  conclude  more  ftrongly 
on  the  other  fide.  However  a  prudent 
caution  muff  always  be  allow’d  in  the 
management  of  our  affairs,  fo  that 
men  not  only  may,  but  ought  to  make 
convenient  provifion  for  their  families  ; 
yet  that  dependence  and  confidence 
in  God,  which  our  religion  prefcribes, 
forbids  us  all  that  anxious  care  and 
✓ 
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Whatever  objections  they  may  make 
m  fears  of  future  want,  are  in  rea- 
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concern,  which  would  terrify  us  with 
the  dread  of  future  ills,  and  teaches 
us  to  cafi  all  our  a  care  upon  God,  as 
knowing  that  he  careth  for  us.  This 
naturally  enlarges  our  views  to  the  . 
publick  benefit.  It  excludes  all  that 
felfifh  folicitude,  which  would  con¬ 
tract  our  thoughts  to  our  felves,  and 
make  us  negligent  of  others.  It  teaches 
us,  in  one  word,  to  b  difiribute  to  the 
neceffities  of  the  faints ,  and  not  doubt 
of  the  fupply  and  eafement  of  our 
own  ;  confidering  that c  God  is  not 
unrighteous ,  that  he  fhould  forget  our 
work  and  labour  of  love ,  which  he 
has  promifed  to  reward,  if  it  proceeds 
upon  true  Chriftian  principles,  not 
only  with  the  comforts  of  the  prelent 
life,  but  with  the  eternal  glories  of  that 
which  is  to  come,  through  Jefus  Chnjl 
our  Lord,  to  whom  with  the  Father 
and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  all  honour 
and  glory,  &c. 

*  i  J?et.  v.  7.  J  Rom.  xii.  13.  *  Hcb.  vi.  10. 
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